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Hej småles!
It’s the June holidays again and we hope you are planning
for some fun!
There’s an exciting bazaar coming up in June you can
participate in! Read all about it on page 5.
In this issue, we will talk about the biggest animal in the world
– the whale! There is so much to learn about these interesting
creatures. You can learn more about them on page 6 & 7.
There are things that are harming them too in the ocean,
read how you can help on page 18.
Hope to see you soon in the IKEA stores!
With Big Bug Hugs,
Alex and Tampi
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New

Merchandise
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Redeem the new småles
tablet pouch to put your
belongings for $3 Smålish
dållars. While stocks last!

småles
summer bazaar
Let’s end the June school holiday
together with a fun day out at IKEA!
There will be lots of items from
Children’s IKEA and creations from
fellow småles members that you can
buy with your Smålish dollars.
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Would you like to set up a stall?
Available stalls at IKEA Alexandra: 8
Available stalls at IKEA Tampines: 12
Stalls are available for rent at
$2 Smålish dollars.

Pick up an entry form at the
Bug House at IKEA Alexandra
and IKEA Tampines. The
closing date is 12 June 2019.
Successful stallholders will be
informed via a phone call or
email by 19 June.

05

Whales

Do you know? The largest
mammals on earth are whales
and they live in the ocean?
These mammals can weigh
more than

18,000

kg

and stretch up to as long
as a basketball court!
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There are largely 2 main types of whales
– Toothed and Baleen whales.

Toothed
whales
have teeth, which are
used to hunt and eat
squid, fish, and seals.
Dolphins and orcas are
part of the family too.

Baleen
whales
have fringed plates called baleen attached to their upper jaws
instead of teeth. Baleen is made out of keratin, the same
material as our fingernails and hair. To eat, a whale opens its
mouth and swims towards tiny creatures like krill or plankton,
catching them through the plates in their jaw. Some types of
Baleen whales include blue whales and humpback whales.

Whale
sounds
Whales communicate through making sounds
in the water called whale calls. They are the
only mammals on the planet, except humans,
who sing. The shortest whale song lasts 6
minutes and the longest - more than an hour.
Female whales sing to baby whales, while
males sing only when attracting the female.
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Species
of whales

There are currently
41 species of whales.
Here are some common
whale species:
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Grey w
hale

Narwhal

ca
Killer whale, Or
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Baleen Whales
facing right

Toothed Whales
facing left

Name 5 types of plastics to say "no" to.

Help Alex and Tampi find
their way back together
with the fishes.

Spot the difference

Can you spot the 20 differences in this drawing?

Send in your answers with your name, Smålish passport number, age,
address and contact details to alexandtampi@smales.com.sg or 60
Tampines North Drive 2, Singapore 528764 by 21 June 2019. 15 lucky
winners will each win a KNALLGUL folder with sticky notes.

Single-use
plastic

Have you ever needed to
buy a piece of bread or
seen your daddy or
mummy buy a bag of
fruits at a grocery market?

It is common practice for us to
buy something and put it in a
plastic bag. Though the item
fulfils its purpose within a day or
two, the plastic used lasts for
many, many years.

These plastics are single-use plastics.
Some examples of these are plastic bags,
straws, coffee stirrers, soda and water
bottles and most food packaging. Most
plastics are not biodegradable, which
means they cannot be broken down
easily. Plastic usually goes into a landfill
where it is buried or it gets into the water
and finds its way into the ocean.
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Effects to
the ocean

From the whale, sea lions, and birds
to the small marine creatures, plastic
has greatly affected marine life.
In a 2006 report, Greenpeace stated
that at least 267 different animal
species are known to have suffered
from entanglement and eating of
plastics in the ocean. Another report
mentioned that plastic debris kills an
estimated 100,000 marine mammals
annually, as well as millions of birds
and fishes.
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sadresult
of plastic
debris

The

Recently, sad reminders
of what plastic can do
surfaced to us in the
oceans. In April this
year, more than 21
kilograms of plastic,
including disposable
dishes, shopping bags
were found inside a
dead whale in Italy.

21
KILOGRAMS
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Earlier in March, a dead whale was washed ashore with
40kg worth of plastics in its stomach. It’s death caused by
gastric shock from the plastics it ate.
A marine biologist has said that in the 10 years they have
examined dead whales and dolphins, 57 of them were
found to have died due to accumulated rubbish and
plastic in their stomachs.
Eating plastic gives whales a false sensation of fullness
without providing any of the nutrients they need. It leads
to reduced weight and energy and they have no way of
digesting or having the plastic removed from their
stomachs on their own.

40
KILOGRAMS
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Did you know that of the
30 million tons of plastic
waste generated in the
world from 1950 – 2015,
only 7 percent was
recovered for recycling?

What we
can do
to help?

7
Here are some ways to
reduce your plastic waste:

Stop using plastic
straws to drink
from. Instead, use a
reusable stainless
steel/ glass/paper/
bamboo straw.
Use a reusable
bottle or mug for
your drinks, even
when buying
drinks outside.
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Reuse containers for
storing leftovers.

Use a reusable
bag when buying
items or bringing things
around instead of a plastic
bag. A single plastic bag can
take 1,000 years
to break down
in nature.
Buy boxes instead of
bottles. Use products
that come in cardboard
which is more easily
recycled than plastic.

Bring your own container
or ask to put your food in a
paper bag when you are
buying food to bring home
from the outside.

Lighting a candle? Use
matches instead of disposable
plastic lighters.
19

Last issue’s theme:
Alex and Tampi went to a beautiful
island with crystal clear waters and
decide to do some diving. What did
they see underwater?

Best
Drawing

Raina Ogut, 12 years old

Lim Le Qi, 11 years old

Lim Yun Hui, 10 years old

Aaden Goh, 11 years old

Zoe Choo, 9 years old

Tiana Wong Tong En, 10 years old

Alex and Tampi decided to participate in
a nearby science fair. What did they see there?
Include your name, age, Smålish passport number and address,
on the back of your A4 sized drawing and send your entry to 60
Tampines North Drive 2, Singapore 528764 or email it to us at
alexandtampi@smales.com.sg by 21 June 2019! The Best
Drawing gets to win a KNALLGULL desk organizer.

Best
“Spring in Småland, the perfect time
Letter
for a refreshing dive in the ocean,”
Alex thought. “It would surely be a
great treat for my dear brother,
Tampi.” So the brothers went to the
beach happily. As Tampi was swimming, a fishing
net unexpectedly wound itself around Tampi’s leg
and the current that dragged the net away was
now dragging Tampi with it! “Help me! Help me,
Alex!” Tampi shouted. Alex turned around,
horrified at the sight of Tampi being dragged
away! Thinking quickly, Alex jumped into the ocean
and dragged Tampi to shore. “Cough, sputter,
cough, cough! Thanks Alex!” said Tampi in a shaky
voice. “I am going to dispose of this net in the bin”,
Alex exclaimed. “Hopefully, that will teach people
not to pollute the ocean with used fishing nets!”
And with that, they went home.
Lim Yun Hui, 10 years old

Since young, Alex and Tampi loved fishing. After
all, there was nothing better than a steamy hot fish
paper porridge. One day, they were swimming in
the ocean when suddenly Tampi got his leg stuck
in a fishing net. Alex panicked while Tampi
struggled to get free. Just then, a school of fish
swimming by agreed to help them, only if Alex and
Tampi came with them to the underwater palace.
Before they knew it, Alex and Tampi were bowing
before the underwater king, Sebastian. "I heard
you were caught in a fishing net," he smiled. "Did
you like it?" "No!" Tampi shuddered. "It was
horrible." Sebastian leaned forward. "Haven't you
realized you do it all the time to my fishes?" Alex
and Tampi gaped at the king. They apologized,
and left with a profound lesson that day. Since
then, Alex and Tampi always loved and cared for
the underwater creatures.
Nguyen Khanh Linh, 12 years old

“Hey! Let’s go swimming, Alex!” It was the perfect
weather for taking a dip in the ocean, and Tampi
immediately agreed to his suggestion. The water
was crystal clear and colourful fish swam about
cheerfully, their scales shining like small rainbows.
Tampi and Alex jumped in with a huge splash and
soon, they were having great fun in the water.
Suddenly, Tampi cried, “I can’t move! Help!” Alex
realised that Tampi had gotten his foot stuck in a
fishing net! Alex told Tampi to stay calm while he
went for help. Alex returned as fast as he could
and cut Tampi free. Just then, Alex saw a turtle
caught in the net too, and rescued it too. The
turtle, Quin, was very grateful to them and they
soon became fast friends. Alex and Tampi
promised to come back and hoped that no more
animals would get tangled in nets again.
Megan Tan, 11 years old

Last issue’s theme:
Alex and Tampi were swimming in the
ocean, when Tampi got his leg tangled
in a fishing net! What happened after?

It was the beginning of summer and on a very
pleasant day, Alex and Tampi decided to go
underwater for a nice dive. As they were
enjoying beautiful sea creatures all around
them, suddenly Tampi realized he couldn’t
move any further as his leg got tangled in a
finishing net. They both got very scared and
Alex saw a big white shark swimming very fast
towards them. Then Alex realized he has a small
knife in his pocket. He quickly acted upon and
started to cut the net around Tampi’s leg. Very
soon, Tampi’s leg got untangled and he got
free. Tampi thanked Alex for his presence of
mind and bravery. Then they quickly swam
away safe from the Shark’s reach towards the
nearest island. They both breathed a sigh of
relief upon reaching the island, and they said to
each other, “What a nice adventure, phew”.
Akshita Sharma, 8 years old

Tampi was never so grateful. He and Alex were
friends for the longest time but he never felt
this great sense of friendship. This was what
happened. “No!” Alex shouted loudly as he
pointed to Tampi. They were happily swimming
in the ocean until Tampi was stuck in the net.
The fisherman thought that it was filled with
fish but he was wrong! It was Tampi! He gritted
his teeth as he hurriedly pulled out the net, Alex
mustered his strength. He was on the verge of
tears at the sight of his beloved friend being
pulled away. He flexed his muscles as he
vigourously fought the strong and powerful
currents. He swam as fast as a shark and no
sooner he was beside the net, he tore open the
tough net, letting Tampi out. They floated to the
shore. Alex fainted out of fatigue as Tampi
carried him home.
Rayden Xu, 9 years old

Alex and Tampi decide to try out a new science
experiment at home. What do you think
happened?
In no more than 150 words,
include your name, age,
Smålish passport number
and address, and send your
letter to 60 Tampines North
Drive 2, Singapore 528764
or email it to us at
alexandtampi@smales.com.sg
by 21 June 2019! The Best Letter gets to win
a MOPPE mini chest of drawers.

June
holiday fun
at IKEA!

Calling all småles! Join us at these fun activities
this school break. Registrations are on a
first-come-first-served basis at the specified dates
and time, at no cost.
More exciting activities await you at the IKEA
stores 2-4pm every Friday, Saturday and Saturday
in June! Find out more at www.smales.com.sg.

Be a Sustainability
Explorer!
Do you like scavenger
hunts? For the month of
June, pick up a
sustainability workbook
from the Bug House and
receive a limited edition
Sustainability Explorer
badge when you complete
all the tasks!

Småles Sewing
Workshops
Try your hand at sewing
and create your very own
tote bags at these fun
parent-child workshops:
15 & 16 June (Sat & Sun),
10am-12noon at
IKEA Alexandra
22 & 23 June (Sat & Sun),
10am-12noon at
IKEA Tampines
This activity is for småles
aged 7 years and above.
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Wreck this
page

Create a painting with
drops of coloured water.

